Backcountry Adventures
Trip Planning

1. Destination Travel Logistics
a. Read Techniques and Equipment for Wilderness Horse Travel
i. http://www.fs.fed.us/t-d/pubs/htmlpubs/htm93232839/index.htm 

b. Before the trip:

i. Transportation (Pickup and Trailer in good condition.)

ii. Stock is used to being packed and walking on a trail

iii. Stock are familiar with restraints

iv. Stock are: 

1. Shod (Borium for ice)
2. Wormed

3. Vaccinated

4. Conditioned (Exercised throughout the season.)
5. Fed weed free feed a week prior to leaving.

6. Vet certificates (Health, Coggins if leaving state or going into YNP)

v. Check condition of packsaddles, manties, panniers, top packs and covers

vi. Check weather conditions and pack accordingly
vii. Tell someone where you plan to go and when you plan to return
viii. Gather information about the area: 

1. Your route (maps of area, GPS route and waypoints)

2. The terrain (condition of the trail, possible trail closures)

3. Altitude (elevation)

4. Mileage to be traveled

5. Available forage

6. Bear Country? need for bear-resistant boxes

7. Camping Rules (Sate Land no overnight horses, 2 Nights), BLM, YNP, FS, Private)

8. Trail closures and travel rules

ix. Necessary permits: 

1. Campsite permits

2. Campfire permits

3. Stock grazing permits

4. State Land permit

c. Stock Equipment check list:

i. Stock first aid kit

ii. Supplemental (weed-seed-free) feed

iii. Restraints: 

1. hobbles, pickets, electric or plastic fencing

iv. Nose bags and mangers

v. Tree-saver straps

vi. Knot eliminators for high lines 

vii. Mantie and sling ropes

viii. Bug repellant and face nets

ix. Salt block

x. Collapsible buckets

xi. Scales for weighing loads

xii. Temporary horseshoes

xiii. Hoof tools
xiv. Horseshoes &  Nails
xv. Duct tape

d. Camp Gear 

i. Sleeping bags

ii. Sleeping pads/mattresses

iii. Canvas Bedrolls

iv. Tents and Shelter

1. One large tent or smaller tents

2. Trees available or pack poles

3. Heat for tent

4. Shelter supports

5. Ground cloth
6. Rain Fly and poles
v. Stove (cooking)

vi. Heater (catalytic or space)

vii. Lanterns

viii. Fuel

ix. Flashlight, rechargeable LED work lights, headlamps
x. Cookware and utensils

xi. Bear-resistant boxes

xii. Freeze-dried/dehydrated and repackaged foods

xiii. Water filtering system

xiv. Reusable plastic containers

xv. Portable toilet

xvi. First-aid kit

xvii. Firepan or firecloth
xviii. Sandbags (plastic burlap bags for putting equipment, feed, etc. in. Built in tie string, Cheap to buy .35 cents apiece.)
xix. Grill-grate if cooking over fire.
xx. Pliers-channelocks (handling hot items, crimping horseshoes etc.)
xxi. High quality plastic garbage bags.

xxii. Fire starter material. 

xxiii. Roadside flares  

e. Tools

i. Shovel ( army style, or collapsible avalanche)
ii. Saw

iii. Axe

f. On the Trail Checklist

i. Campfire completely drowned out

ii. Fire ring dismantled

iii. Manure piles scattered

iv. All debris picked up and packed out

v. Any objects removed from the campsite are returned

vi. Natural litter scattered over campsite

2. Number of Days and mileage
a. Camp Movement

i. 10 miles per day

ii. Water available

iii. Pasture available

iv. Trees for highline or shelter

b. Depend upon all the logistics of, mileage,  terrain, water, feed, and stock condition

c. Depends on what the goal of the group is. (Fishing, hiking, day rides, and sightseeing)

d. Need more stock for more days (1 pack horse per two people for 6 days if you pack light)
e. More food required for both people and horses

3. Feed

a. Is there ample grass at destinations

b. Weed seed free feed required?

c. More pack stock required to bring in feed

d. Cubes or Pellets

e. Grain or Sweet Feed

4. Stock Containment

a. High lines

b. Pickets

c. Hobbles

d. Electric fence

e. Corral

f. Hitch Rail

g. Pole Corral lashing to trees

h. Rope Corral

i. Plastic fencing (Snow Fence)
5. Water

a. Available at destinations

b. Water purifiers

c. Collapsible containers

6. Terrain

a. How much vertical gain

b. Horse shoes

c. Pasture available
d. Wet/Snow

e. Are fires allowed?

7. Type of Packs

a. Sawbuck

b. Decker

c. Panniers (Canvas, Bear Resistant, Plastic, Aluminum, Nylon, Kitchen)

8. GPS

a. Plan route ahead of time

b. Load maps of area

c. Get  satellite view

d. Extra batteries or solar charger

e. Coordinate with map

f. What to buy

i. High Sensitivity Chipset

1. This is a helpful feature when you need to navigate through dense forest or canyon terrain

ii. Waterproof Construction

1. Weather conditions can vary. Make sure you choose a model that will not get easily damaged by rain or other exposure to water.

iii. Basic Mapping Software

1. All handheld GPS units need updated maps to give the most current and useful information. Your GPS should be able to download updates via a computer by use of a CD or Internet connection.

iv. SD Card

1. Useful to store trail travel data and mapping information

v. Color Map Display

1. Even if your maps are continuously updated, they are easier to read in a color format. This feature should also include topographical maps for more detailed information.

vi. Other Useful Features and Items

1. Electronic Compass

2. Car adapter

3. Rechargeable batteries

4. A “SOS” feature that can transmit emergency information to telephone and email (SMS) contacts.

5. WAAS (Wide Area Augmentation System) enabled that ensures position accuracy within 10 feet and closer.

vii. GPS Devices You May Want to Consider

1. Garmin Oregon 400t or Montana
a. Includes a touch screen interface, preloaded topographical maps (with expanded map capability) and an electric compass.

2. DeLorme PN-40

a. This model has pre-installed maps, additional topographical maps on included DVDs, a USB connector, an electronic compass and is expandable with SDHC.

3. Magellan Triton

a. It comes equipped with a 2 MP camera, voice recorder, built in maps, flashlight, SD card compatibility and an audio jack.

4. Lowrance Endura Sierra

a. This handheld GPS includes a micro-SD slot to store maps, tri-axial compass, high resolution topographical maps and extensive outdoor trail networks.

5. GPS Tracker Light Tower Personal

a. This GPS tracking device can be hung from a horse’s neck or placed in a carrying back. Locate a horse by calling the tracking device via cell phone. Their location will be transmitted to you via SMS.

9. Maps

a. Waterproof maps you purchase or make your own
b. USGS topographic maps
i. There are over 54,000 quadrangles (map sheets) that cover every inch of the United States. The USGS' primary scale for mapping topographic maps is 1:24,000. This means that one inch on the map equals 24,000 inches on the ground, the equivalent of 2000 feet. These quadrangles are called 7.5 minute quadrangles because they show an area that is 7.5 minutes of longitude wide by 7.5 minutes of latitude high. These paper sheets are approximately 29 inches high and 23 inches wide.

ii. 15 minute maps are in a scale of 1:62,500 which is 1 inch to 1 mile or 5,280 feet and are about 18” wide X 22” high
c. Custom Online maps to buy or download

i. Topo, Color & BW satellite, Hybrid topo and satellite

ii. 8.5” X 11” up to 5’ x 8’

iii. 1:62,500 least detail to 1:2,500 most detail. 

iv. Smartphone GPS map apps

v. Download from USGS http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/ 
d. Remember to bring a backup

e. Computer generated with GPS software from Delorme, Garmin Mapsource, etc… with routes, tracks, and waypoints
10. Compass

a. Digital

b. Liquid or air filled

c. Declination is the angle between true and magnetic north.
i. If magnetic north is to the west of true north, this is expressed in a negative, like -15°. When it lies to the east, the declination is positive.

ii. 12° 35' E changing by 0° 9' W/year for the Bozeman area
11. Online Resources

a. USFS http://www.fs.fed.us/ 
b. MT Fish Wildlife & Parks http://fwp.mt.gov/ 
c. BLM http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/en.html 

d. State Land http://dnrc.mt.gov/ 

e. Declination http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/geomagmodels/struts/calcDeclination 

f. Google http://maps.google.com/ 
g. Bing http://www.bing.com/maps/ 
12. First Aid

a. Kit for horses

b. Kit for humans

c. CPR First Aid training

d. Wilderness First Aid course
13.  Spot Satellite Locater  

a. Spot functions, 911, Help, OK, Text and recipients
b. Tracking, GPS waypoints, Google maps for others
c. Insurance plan

d. GPS and Smartphone compatibility. 

e.  http://www.findmespot.com/en/index.php
14. Alternant route Planning, before or during trip
a. Injury, Human or Horse
b. Weather, lightning, snow

c. Fire, Floods, Impassable trail

d. Wildlife

e. Special order closures   
f. Google earth route planning

i. http://maps.google.com    

15. Tack
a. Saddle, pads-blankets

b. Breast collars, cruppers

c. Saddlebags

d. Bridles, Halters,

e. Lariat 

f. Tack Repair items, string, zip ties, Chicago screws, mole hair, latigo, cinch etc. 

16. Miscellaneous items

a. Bear spray

b. Firearm (extra ammo)

c. Camera

d. Binoculars

e. Sunglasses

f. Small tablet & pen or marker
g. Good knife

h. Baling twine  
Questions and Answers

Instructors:

Rich Inman 388-1564

Dan Marsh 587-7578

Stacy Bragg 222-0077
http://gvcbh.bchmt.org/bca.html Information on clinic.
